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Definitions of Giftedness

“Giftedness is asynchronous development in which advanced cognitive abilities and
heightened sensitivities combine to create inner experiences and awareness that are
qualitatively different from the norm. This asynchrony increases with higher
intellectual capacity. The uniqueness of the gifted renders them particularly
vulnerable and requires modification in parenting, teaching, and counseling in order

for them to develop optimally.” _
The Columbus Group, 1991, in Silverman, 1993

“The term “gifted and talented” when used with respect to students, children or youth,
means students who give evidence of high performance capability in areas such as
intellectual, creative, artistic, or leadership capacity, or in specific academic fields,
and who require services or activities not ordinarily provided by the school in order to

fully develop such capabilities.”
Jacob K. Javits Gifted and Talented Students Educanon Act of 1988

..Children capable of hxgh performance include those with demonstrated
achxcvcmcnt and/or potential in any of the following areas:
General intellectual ability
Specific academic aptitude
Creative or productive thinking
Leadership ability
Visual and performing arts
Psychomotor ability”

AR WN e~

Marland, 1972

“Gifted behavior...reflects an interaction among three basic clusters of human
traits—these clusters being above average (but no necessarily high) general and/or
specific ability, high levels of task commitment (motivation), and high levels of
creativity. Gifted and talented children are those possessing or capable of developing
this composite set of traits and applying'them to any potentially valuable area of

human performance.”
Joseph Renzulli, 1997

«__.the term gifted refers to children with three atypical characteristics:

= Precocity,
* Aninsistence on marchmg to their own drummer,

» A rage to master.”
Ellen Winner, 1996 .



Distribution of Intelligence Quotients

How Many Gifted Are There?
(Based on U.S. Population of 226,000,000)

o010 gitted/genius,
ORABOVE 504,000 peopie® (0.4%)

130-138(Q  Gifwed to highly gifted,
4,520,000 people [2.0%)

120-1231Q Superior to gifted,
16,362,000 people 17.24%)

High Aversge or fast lsarner,
35,708,000 peopie (15.8%)

*Ratio of highly gifted to general population

1 out of 260 individuals may have an IQ of 140 or above

1 out of 2,330 individuals may have an IQ of 150 or above

1 out of 31,560 individuals may have an IQ of 160 or above
1 out of 652,600 individuals may have an IQ of 170 or above

1 out of 2,000,000 individuals may have an IQ of 180 or above

Guiding the Gifted Child, Webb, Meckstroth, Tolan,
Ohio Psychology Press, 1982



Intellectual
Intelectual

Exceptional Reasoning Ability
Capacidad Excepcional de Razonar

Intellectual Curiosity |
Curiosidad Intelectual

Rapid leaming rate
Aprendizaje Rapido
Fascination with Abstraction
Fascinacion con abstraccién

Complex thought Process :
Proceso complejo del pensamiento

~ Vivid imagination
Imaginacién Viva

Early Moral Céncem
. Preocupacion Moral

Passion for Leaming
_ Pasién por aprender

Powers of Concentration
Energias de Concentracién

Analytical Thinking
Pensamiento Analitico

Divergent thinking/creativity
Pensamiento divergente/creatividad

Keen sense of Justice
Sentido agudo de la justicia
parte de

Capacity for refefection
during times

Capacidad para reflexion
obligaciones/gente

Characteristics of the Gifted
Caracteristicas del Dotado

Personality
Personalidad

Insightfulness
Perspicaz

Needs to Understand
Necesita Entender

Need for mental stimulation
Necesidad del estimulo mental

Perfectionism
Perfeccionismo

Need for Precisionflogic
Necesidad de precisién/égica

Exceflent sense of humor
Sentido de humor excelente

Sensitivity/empathy
Sensibilidad/identificacién

Intensity
Intensidad

Perseverance
Perseverencia

Acute self-awareness
Conocimiento de uno mismo

nonconformity
no conformidad

Questioning of rules/authority
Cuestion de las reglas/autoridad

Tendency toward introversion

Tendencia hacia introversion

Problems
Problemas

impatient with others
Impaciente con los demas

Excessive in interest
Excesivo en interés

Strong willed
Fuerza de voluntad

Resists routine practice
Resiste practica rutinaria

Worries/depressed
Preocupaciones/deprimido

Disruptive
interruptor

Bossy
Mandén

Sensitive to criticism
Sensible a critica

Seems hyperactive
Parece hiperactivo

Disorganized
Desorganizado

“Class Clown”
*Payaso de la clase”

Rejects parent input
Rechaza informacion de

los padres
Neglects duties/people

of focus

: Descuida

durante tiempo de foco



Gifted Learner

Bright Child vS.

Principiante Dotado

Nifo Inteligente

Knows the answer
Sabe la respuesta
Is interested
Esta interesado
Is Attentive
Es atento
Has good ideas
Tiene buen ideas
Works hard
Trabaja mucho
Answers questions
Responde a preguntas
Top Group
Grupo Superior
Listens with interest
Escucha con interes
Leams with ease
Aprende con caima
6-8 repetitions for mastery
6-8 repeticiones para maestria
Understands ideas
Entiende ideas
Enjoys peers
Goza de compaiieros
Grasps the meaning
Agarra el significado
Compietes assignments
Completa lecciones
Is receptive
Es receptivo
Copies accurately
Copiar exactamente
Enjoys school
‘ Goza la escuela
Absorbs information
Absorba informacién
Technician
Tecnico
Good memorizer
Buen memorizador
Enjoys straight forward sequential presentation
Goza presentacidnes directos
Is alent
Es alerto
Is pleased with leaming
Se complace con aprender

Asks questions

pregunta preguntas
Is highly curious

mucha curiosidad
Is Mentally and physically involved

Es envuelto fisicamente y mental
Has wild, silly ideas

Tiene ideas, ridiculos y locos
Plays around, yet tests well

vacila mucho, pero hace bien en examenes
Discussed in detail, elaborates

~ habla con detalles, elabora

Beyond top group

Mas alla de grupo superior
Shows strong feelings and opinions

demuestra sentimientos y opifiones fuertes
Already knows

Ya sabe

1-2 repetitions for mastery
1-2 repeticiénes para maestria

Constructs abstractions

construye abstracciones
Prefers adults

Prefiere adultos
Draws inferences

hace inferencias
Initiates projects

Inicia proyectos
Is intense

Es intenso
Creates a new design

Crea un nuevo disefio
Enjoys leaming

Goza aprender
Manipulates information

Manipuia informacién
Inventor

inventor
Good guesser -

buen adivinador
Thrives on complexity

Prospera en complejidad
Is keenly observant

Muy observante
Is highly self-critical

Es muy critico de si mismo



Characteristics of Gifted Students Which May Prevent Referral

May resist routine drill activities

May focus on a single topic, sometimes at the expense of other
requirements

May be critical of self - impatient if perceived perfection is not acquired
May be critical of others - peers, teacher, etc.

May challenge statements, policies, rules, etc.

Well developed sense of humor may be used at inappropriate times
May over react to things that go wrong for self or others

May be impatient with details, neatness, accuracy

May appear non-conforming, stubbom

May tend to dominate others

May appear to be an underachiever

May do assignments in own “creative” way

Caracteristicas de Estudiantes Dotados que pueden Prevenir
‘ Amonestaciones

Puede resistirse a actividades rutinarias -
Puede enfocarse en un solo tema a la vez, algunas veces en perijuicio de
otros requerimientos .
Puede ser critico de si mismo — impaciente si no puede conseguir la
perfeccion '

Puede criticar a otros ~ compafieros, maestros, etc.

Puede retar instrucciones, politicas, reglas, etc.

El sentido del humor muy bien desarrollado puede ser usado en
ocasiones inapropiadas

Puede reaccionar exageradamente a cosas que salen mal a el, 0 a otros
Puede ser impaciente con detalles, limpieza, exactitud :
Puede parecer desobediente, necio

Puede tender a dominar a otros

Puede aparentar ser un estudiante de bajo aprovechamiento
Puede hacer sus tareas en su propia forma “creativa”






Six Profiles Of The Gifted and Talented

Type | : Successful
Feelings and Attitudes

‘Boredom *Estrinsic motivation

"Dependent "Responsible for others

"Positive self -concept *Self critical

*Guilty about failure "Diminish feelings of self and nghfs to
their emotions

Behaviors

“Perfectionist : “Seeks teacher approval and structure

"High Achiever ‘Non-risk taking

*Does well academically *Accepts and conforms

‘Dependent :

Needs

“To see deficiencies To be chdllenged .

“To tcke risks *Assertiveness skills

“Help with boredom "Appropriate curriculum

*Autonomy

Home Support

“Independence ' *Ownership

“Freedom to make choices ‘Time for personal interest

“Risk taking experiences ' '

Type Il : Challenging
Feelings and Attitudes

‘Boredom *Frustration
*Low self -esteem “Impatient
Defensive "Heightened sensitivity

“Uncertain about school roles



Behaviors

‘Corrects teacher *Questions rules

*ls honest/direct "Has mood swings

"Has poor self control ‘Demonstrates inconsistent work habits

*ls creative - “Stonds for convictions

"Competitive ’ A'Prefers‘ highly active and questioning
approach

Needs :

*To be connected to others To learn toct, flexibility, self oworeness
self control, acceptance

*Support for creativity ‘Controctual systems

Home Support

"Acceptance and understonding  “Allow to pursue interest

"Farmily projects » "Modeling appropriate behavior

‘Advocate for them at school '

Type lll : Underground

Feelings and Attitudes

"Unsure . : “Pressured

*Confused "Guitty

“Insecure * "Diminished feelings of self and rights to
their emotions

Behaviors ' _}

“Deniies talent *Drops out of GT ond advanced classes

*Resists challenges , "Changes friends

“Wants to belong socially

Needs »

*Freedom to make choices “To be aware of conflicts

"Awareness of feelings “Support for abilities

“Involvement with gifted peers "Career/college info ™
"Self acceptance

Home Support
"Acceptance ond role models "Provide co"ege/ca"eer planning
“Time to be with same age peers *Freedom to make choices



Type 1V: Dropouts
Feelings and Attitudes
‘Resentment
"Depressed
"Poor self —concept
*‘Burmn-out

Behaviors

‘Intermittent Attendance
*Pursues outside interests
‘Credtive

"Incorsistent work
‘Defensive

Needs .

*An individualized program
*Alternatives

"Remedidl help with skills

Home Support
"Seek counseling for the family

Type V : Double Labeled
Feelings and Attitudes
"Powerless
*Low self —esteem

“Angry

Behaviors
Demonstrates inconsistent work

*May be disruptive/acts out

Needs s
“Emphasis on strengths
*GT support group

“Sill development

'/’\ngry
“Explosive
‘Defensive

"Doesn’t complete tasks

" “Spaced out”in class
Criticizes self and others
*Disruptive/acts out
*Seemns average or below

“Intense support
*‘Counseling

Frustrated
“Unaware

 *Seems average or below

"Coping skills

‘Counseling



Home Support

"Recognize gifted abilities "Challenge them
“Provide risk taking ‘Advocate for child
‘Family projects "Seek counceling for family

Type VI : Au‘togomous
Feelings and Attitudes

“Self confident *Self accepting
“Enthusiastic ‘ "Accepted by others
*Supported o ‘Desire to know and leamn
*Accepts failure ' “Intrinsic motivation
"Persondl powers "Accepts others
Behaviors , .
“Haos appropriate social skills ' "Works independently
‘Develops own goals “Follows through
"Works without approval "Follows strong areas of passion
‘Crective ‘ "Stands up for convictions
“Takes risks

. Needs -
"Advocacy ‘Feedback
‘F acilitation *Support for risks
"Appropriate opportunities ‘
Home Support
"Advocate for child at school "Allow friends of all ages
‘Family projects "Remove time and space restrictions
"Provide opportunities related to passions

‘Include child in parent’s passion



VAL VERDE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
Gifted and Talented Education (GATE)

Parent Permission for Assessment

Dear Parent/Guardian of:

Student Name: Birth date: Age: Gender: ____

School: Grade: Referral Date:

Your child has been recommended as a possible candidate for the Val Verde Unified School
District’s Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) program. Recommendation does not guarantee
placement in the program. Eligibility under category of High Intellect is based upon earning 20/26
points earned on the following measures: Ravens Progressive Matrices (a nonverbal measure of
problem solving ability), Teacher Survey of Gifted Characteristics, Teacher Survey of Creative or
Productive Thinking, and Parent Survey. Eligibility under category of High Achievement is based
upon minimum of 22/24 points earned on the following measures: California Standards Test (CST)
English/Language Arts and Math Proficiency Levels; Report Card Grades in Language Arts,
Reading, Math, Social Studies, and Science; Teacher Survey of Gifted Characteristics; and Parent
Survey. Points may also be earned for talents evident in school performance (i.e., arts, athletics,
leadership, music) and/or for culturally or linguistically different/educationally disadvantaged.

If you are interested in having the above named child assessed to determine eligibility, please:

1. Provide parent permission for assessment by signing below.
2. Complete the attached GATE Parent Survey.
3. Return both forms to your child’s teacher within two days.

If you have any questions regarding the GATE identification process, please contact your child's
teacher, the GATE Facilitator at your child’s school, or the district office (951) 940-6100, x10412. As
soon as the multiple measures are completed, you will be notified in writing of the results.

Sincerely,

Bien Harris
District GATE Coordinator

By signing below, | give permission for the multiple measures listed above to be completed.

Parent/Guardian Signature: Date:
Parent/Guardian Name: Phone:
Address: City: Zip Code:

Language(s) spoken in the home:

Revised 8/2011



VAL VERDE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
Gifted and Talented Education (GATE)

Autorizacion del Padre de Familia para Evaluar

Estimado padre de familia/tutor de:

Estudiante: Fecha de Nacimiento: Edad: ___ Sexo:

Escuela: Grado: Fecha de remision:

Su hijo/a ha sido recomendado como un(a) posible candidato(a) para el programa de Educacién de
Estudiantes Talentosos y Dotados (con sus siglas en ingiés GATE) del Distrito Escolar Unificado Val
Verde. Larecomendacién no garantiza |a colocacién en el programa GATE. La clasificacién bajo la
categoria de Intelecto Alto se basa en obtener 20 de los 26 puntos posibles en las siguientes
evaluaciones: Escala Progresiva de Ravens (una evaluacién hecha sin el uso del habla en la capacidad
de resolver problemas), la Encuesta (para el maestro) de las Caracteristicas de los Dotados, la Encuesta
(para el maestro) del Razonamiento Creativo o Productivo y la Encuesta para el Padre de Familia. La
clasificacién bajo la categoria de Alto Rendimiento se basa en obtener un minimo de 22 puntos de los 24
posibles en las siguientes evaluaciones: los niveles de aptitud en artes de lenguaje y matematicas; las
calificaciones en la boleta de calificaciones en Artes de Lenguaje, Lectura, Matematicas, Estudios
Sociales, y Ciencias Naturales; la Encuesta (para el maestro) de las Caracteristicas de los Dotados; y la
Encuesta para el Padre de Familia. Los puntos también se pueden obtener por talentos evidentes en el
desempenio escolar (es decir, artes, deportes, liderazgo, musica) y/o por diferencias culturales o
linguisticas, o por estar en una situacion desventajosa desde el punto de vista educativo.

Si usted esta interesado en que el nifo(a) mencionado(a) arriba sea evaluado(a) para determinar si
reune los requisitos necesarios, entonces:

1. De su permiso al firmar abajo para que el nifo(a) sea evaluado(a).
2. Llene la Encuesta de GATE para el Padre de Familia adjunta.
3. Entregue los dos formularios al maestro(a) de su hijo(a) dentro de dos dias.

Si tiene alguna pregunta acerca del proceso de identificacién, haga el favor de ponerse en contacto con
el maestro(a) de su hijo(a), el Coordinador de GATE de la escuela de su hijo(a), o llame a la oficina del
distrito al marcar el (951) 940-6100,x10412. A usted se le va a notificar por escrito los resultados de las
evaluaciones multiples una vez que estas se lleven a cabo.

Atentamente,

Bien Harris, Coordinador de GATE del Distrito

Con mi firma abajo, yo doy permiso para que se lleven a cabo las evaluaciones multiples mencionadas
arriba.

Firma del padre de familia/tutor: Fecha:
Nombre del padre de familia/tutor: No. de teléfono:
Domicilio: Cuidad: Cédigo postal:

Idioma(s) que se habla(n) en la casa:

Revised 8/2011



VAL VERDE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
Gifted and Talented Education (GATE)

Parent Survey for Initial GATE Identification

Student Name: Birth date: Age: Gender: ___

School: Grade: Referral Date:

There is a wide range of differences among gifted and talented students. This Parent Survey has been
designed to facilitate the search and screening process for potential GATE students.

DIRECTIONS: Please read each statement carefully and indicate the degree to which you have
observed the trait or skill in your child by circling a number 1-5 (seldom — consistently).

Student Characteristic Observed Seldom (1) ..... Consistently (5)
Uses unusual words for his/her age in 1 2 3 4 5
appropriate ways

Works on projects and/or problems without 1 2 3 4 5
adult supervision

Collects things (sometimes randomly, other 1 2 3 4 5

times with a definite purpose); many hobbies
(some long duration, others short lived)

Questions authority 1 2 3 4 5
Has a rich fantasy life; daydreams frequently 1 2 3 4 5
Uses free time by making up games or other 1 2 3 4 5
products

Possesses an unusual amount of general 1 2 3 4 5
information for his/her age

Has many opinions and is able to support 1 2 3 4 5
personal points of view

Is highly curious 1 2 3 4 5
Is eager to try new activities 1 2 3 4 5
Responds quickly when asked questions 1 2 3 4 5
Understands complicated concepts and 1 2 3 4 5

relationships

Please make any comments explaining why you feel your child should be considered for identification in
the Val Verde Unified School District's Gifted and Talented Education Program:

Completed By: Relationship: Date:

** Please return completed Parent Permission for Assessment and Parent Survey to your child’s teacher
within two days of receipt so that the child may be included in the upcoming GATE identification
assessment cycle.

Revised 8/2011







